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1 Fri. | Saba Abraha

The D.C.-area R&B singer’s five-track sophomore EP, Sweet
Mirage, is a combination of her admiration for literature and
love of music, or as she puts it, “an ode to my shedding skin.”

2 Sat. | Gaby Moreno

The Latin Grammy®–winning singer-songwriter’s original
blend of jazz, blues, and 1960s rock & soul has earned her
the respect and appreciation of audiences in Latin America,
Europe, and the U.S.

3 Sun. | The Boulanger Initiative’s WoCo

Launch Festival Preview

The D.C. arts organization champions music by women, trans,
non-binary, and gender non-conforming artists. Come for a
program of works by female-identified composers before the
Launch Festival on March 8–10 at Blind Whino.

4 Mon. | Noreum Machi

One of the most widely recognized Korean traditional music
bands, the group brings together singing and powerful percussion.

5 Tue. | Swamp Romp

The U.S. Army Band “Pershing’s Own” celebrates Fat Tuesday
with its band of Louisiana expatriates that plays an exciting
gumbo of traditional New Orleans jazz, zydeco, Cajun music,
and original compositions.

6 Wed. | Domingo-Cafritz Young Artist Program

Led by Principal Coach Ken Weiss, members of the
Washington National Opera training program open a window
into two masterpieces of grand opera: Gounod’s Faust and
Tchaikovsky’s Eugene Onegin.

7 Thu. | Comedy at the Kennedy Center:

2 |Gaby Moreno

8 | Coldness & Lightness

28 | Roscoe Mitchell

8 Fri. | Coldness & Lightness

14 Thu. | Brent Birckhead

19 Tue. | The Duke Ellington School of the

15 Fri. | Spacetime Dance

In From the Requiem to the Passion, the vocal department
presents excerpts of Mozart’s Requiem followed by excerpts
of the narration of the Passion of Christ through thoughtprovoking and uplifting music and dance.

Created over a 10-year time span by Ashley Thorndike-Youssef
and Peter V. Swendsen, the visually astute work for eight dancers
embodies the dimensions of coldness and lightness, and their
polarities in sound, visual design, and movement.

9 Sat. | Marta Pereira da Costa

The Portuguese guitar is very closely associated with fado and da Costa
has risked new sounds and sought to give voice to her instrument
through the world of jazz, world music, and Portuguese music.
Presented in partnership with Embassy of Portugal and David Rubenstein Atrium at
Lincoln Center.

10 Sun. | Apollo Orchestra
In the Terrace Theater

The ensemble returns to the Center with Grammy®-nominated cello
virtuoso Amit Peled in a program that features orchestral works by
Rossini, Saint-Saëns, and Kodály.
Free general admission tickets—up to two per person—will be distributed in the States
Gallery, beginning at 5 p.m.

11 Mon. | Redhot & Blue

The award-winning, globally touring vocal jazz ensemble holds the
distinction of being Yale University’s oldest all-gender a cappella group.

12 Tue. | NSO Youth Fellows

The award-winning saxophonist and Lauryn Hill touring band alum
presents his own group, celebrating his debut release, Birckhead.

Choreographer Katie C. Sopoci Drake directs Mountain Empire
Performance Collective in Is It Through You, a collaboration inspired
by Whitman’s poem “To A Pupil,” and presents her company
Spacetime Dance in Awakening, which is designed to awaken our
senses to nature, with special guest company LucidBeings Dance.

16 Sat. | Youth Arts Showcase Explosion:
Full STEAM Ahead

Six exceptionally talented African American high school seniors from
the DMV area showcase their talents. Each competing student will
receive a scholarship award toward their education and career in
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math (STEAM).

Presented in collaboration with the Reston Chapter of The Links, Inc. and the DC Chapter
of The Society, Inc.

17 Sun. | Jan Cmejla
In the Terrace Theater

Only 15 years old, the piano virtuoso has won some of the most
acclaimed piano competitions in the world. He performs a program
of Beethoven, Chopin, Rachmaninoff, and Novák.

Alex Edelman

Participants in the National Symphony Orchestra training program
present a night of solo performances.

Presented in collaboration with the Embassy of the Czech Republic.
Free general admission tickets—up to two per person—will be distributed in the States
Gallery, beginning at 5 p.m.

His first show, Millennial, about very traumatic stock photos
and young people, won the Edinburgh Comedy Award for Best
Newcomer, the first show by an American to do so since 1997.
The follow-up, Everything Handed to You, about identity and
the availability of outlets in airports, was even more acclaimed.

13 Wed. | Cecily: Love & Freedom: A Tribute to

18 Mon. | Washington Women in Jazz Festival

In the Terrace Theater

Free general admission tickets—up to two per person—will be distributed in the
States Gallery, beginning at 5 p.m.

Women of Soul

Celebrating Women’s History Month, the young vocalist explores
the works of soul music’s luminaries: Aretha Franklin, Chaka Khan,
Minnie Riperton, Gladys Knight, and others.
Presented in collaboration with the Strathmore Artist in Residence Program.

Powerful compositions break the boundaries of improvised music,
showcasing women who forge their own paths in a male-dominated
jazz world.

Arts Vocal Music Department

20 Wed. | Lubana

The singer performs Syriac hymns in the Aramaic-Syrian dialect,
which was used as a lingua franca in the near east from the sixth
century BC.

21 Thu. | Vishtèn

The powerful trio of Acadian singers and multiinstrumentalists perform Canadian music with French and
Celtic roots and rock energy.
Presented in collaboration with the Embassy of Canada.

22 Fri. | Memphis Gold & Ms. Zeno

Long inspired by B.B. King’s delta blues stylings, he is
performing works by B.B. King to honor the man who created
them. Joining him is Ms. Zeno the Louisiana Mojo Queen, who
is channeling the rough powerful vocals of Koko Taylor, often
referred to as “The Queen of the Blues.”

23 Sat. | Blacks in Wax

This year’s stage performance showcases young activists who
have made an impact in the country and the world through their
public protests and involvement.

Happy Hour 5–6 p.m. Nightly
Our two-week celebration of contemporary culture returns for a
second season March 24–April 7. Training its focus on new works,
interdisciplinary creations, the 2019 spring immersion showcases
some of the most provocative, original, and pioneering voices in the
arts today.

Daily food and drink specials | Grand Foyer Bars
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For full schedule, visit Kennedy-Center.org/DIRECTCURRENT

24 Sun. | Hugar

The multitalented Icelandic instrumental duo has forged a
musical lane of its own with a genre-defying sound.

A celebration of the human spirit

25 Mon. | Elder Ones

Led by Amirtha Kidambi, the quartet creates drones on the
harmonium—an old, air-powered keyboard—and coaxes its
bandmates into ripping them apart.

26 Tue. | Tashera Robertson

A native of Baltimore and new resident of D.C., the soul artist
and singer/songwriter has a voice that is both captivating and
unforgettable.

27 Wed. | Liberated Muse

The all-female arts collective led by Khadijah Ali-Coleman
presents a tapestry of jazzy blues and spoken word to soulful a
cappella ballads.

28 Thu. | Roscoe Mitchell and Moor Mother
The avant-garde jazz composer-saxophonist is joined by the
Hip Hop–punk–noise artist for an evening of improvisation.

29 Fri. | sjDANCEco and Gabriel Mata

Witness the power and poetry of dance through José
Limón’s The Exiles, Maria Basile’s The Upward Spiral, a new
work by Mata that merges dance and physical theater, and
a group collaborative that explores the multi-generational
experiences of its cast.

30 Sat. | Hypercube Ensemble

The Iranian Female Composers Association (IFCA) and
Hypercube join forces to present the music of Iranian female
composers, including three commissions for Hypercube along
with works by IFCA founding members.

Regret is the most heartbreaking tragedy of all.

Free Tours
Did you know that the bust of John F. Kennedy weighs 3,000
pounds, or that the Center is made with 3,700 tons of Italian marble
from the same quarries that Michelangelo used? Or that the Grand
Foyer is longer than the Washington Monument is high? To find out
more, take a tour with a Friends Tour Guide, weekdays 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. and weekends 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. For further information, visit
kennedy-center.org/visitor/tours.

Eugene Onegin
March 9–29 | Opera House
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky

Free Shuttle Service

Take Metro to the Foggy Bottom/GWU/Kennedy Center
station and ride the free Kennedy Center Shuttle,
departing every 15 minutes until Metro close.
Standard parking rates apply when attending free events.

Accessibility

The Kennedy Center welcomes patrons with disabilities.
For information on interpreted performances, contact
(202) 416-8727 (voice) or access@kennedy-center.org.

To gain the world, would you sell your soul?

Faust

Get connected

March 16–30 | Opera House

Become a fan of KCMillenniumStage on Facebook and
check out artist photos, upcoming events, and more!

Charles Gounod
Jules Barbier and Michel Carré

All performances and programs are subject to change without notice.
Major support for WNO is provided by Jacqueline Badger Mars.

WNO's Presenting Sponsor

David M. Rubenstein is the Presenting Underwriter of WNO.
WNO acknowledges the longstanding generosity of
Life Chairman Mrs. Eugene B. Casey.

31 Sun. | Yuka C Honda: Revert to Sea

This brand new multimedia work is inspired by the surreal,
darkly comedic writings of Japanese author Ryu- Murakami
and features an all–star ensemble of avant-garde improvisers
and an animated visual score manipulated live by an expert
video artist.

The Millennium Stage was created and underwritten by James A. Johnson and Maxine Isaacs to make the
performing arts accessible to everyone in fulfillment of the Kennedy Center’s mission to its community
and the nation.
Generous support is provided by The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation
and The Karel Komárek Family Foundation.

Are you 18-30? Active duty military? Sign up for MyTix and
get access to discounted and free tickets, special benefits, and
more! Sign up at Kennedy-Center.org/mytix.
MyTix, part of the Rubenstein Arts Access Program, is generously funded by David M. Rubenstein.

Additional support is provided by Kimberly Engel and Family-The Dennis and Judy Engel Charitable Foundation,
The Gessner Family Foundation, The Irene Pollin Audience Development and Community Engagement Initiatives,
The Isadore and Bertha Gudelsky Family Foundation, Inc., The Meredith Foundation, Dr. Deborah Rose and
Dr. Jan A.J. Stolwijk, the U.S. Department of Education, the National Committee for the Performing Arts, and
the Millennium Stage Endowment Fund.
The Millennium Stage Endowment Fund was made possible by James A. Johnson and Maxine Isaacs, Fannie Mae
Foundation, the Kimsey Endowment, Gilbert† and Jaylee † Mead, Mortgage Bankers Association of America and
other anonymous gifts to secure the future of the Millennium Stage.

14 | Brent Birckhead

March 2019

Free performances
every day at 6 p.m.
No tickets required*
*Unless noted otherwise

Live Internet broadcast every day at 6 p.m.
Kennedy-Center.org/millennium
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