
Provocative, innovative, electrifying performances

Our two-week celebration of contemporary culture returns for a 
second season March 24–April 7. Training its focus on new works, 
interdisciplinary creations, the 2019 spring immersion showcases some 
of the most provocative, original, and pioneering voices in the arts 
today. For full schedule, visit Kennedy-Center.org/DIRECTCURRENT

1 Mon. | Peabody Opera Theatre Program
Laura Kaminsky’s As One is a chamber opera in which two 
voices—Hannah after and Hannah before—share the part of 
a sole transgender protagonist in a poignant coming-of-age 
story with universal themes of identity, authenticity, and 
compassion.

2 Tue. | Gato Preto 
Producer Lee Bass and rapper/singer Gata Misteriosa unveil 
the African music paradise reflecting their roots in the 
polyrhythm of bass from Ghana, the Portuguese slang of 
Gata’s Mozambique, and the incredible djembe of Moussa 
Diallo from Senegal.

3 Wed. | Sister Nancy
Come celebrate Jamaican dancehall’s iconic first lady live in 
concert with band DollarVan, as they perform her classic hit 
songs “Bam Bam,” “One Two,” “Transport Connection,” and 
more.

4 Thu. | J Hoard
The singer-songwriter performs protest and freedom songs 
by American composers, moving chronologically from Negro 
spirituals into modern pop songs that celebrate the shared 
experiences of LGBT and racial struggles in America.

5 Fri. | Tanya Tagaq
The experimental vocalist and artist’s music is unlike anything 
you have heard before. Unnerving and exquisite, her unique 
vocal expression may be rooted in Inuit throat singing, but her 
music has as much to do with electronica, industrial, and metal 
influences as it does with traditional culture.

6 Sat. | Laraaji
The New Age music pioneer transports us into inspiringly beautiful 
and restful listening dimensions with his celestial zither, harp, 
kalimba, ecstatic voice, and synth improvisation.

7 Sun. | Brownout
The 9-piece “Latin funk powerhouse” (Stereogum) from Austin, 
Texas performs selections from their 10-year catalog and material 
from their upcoming album, including their favorite covers of Black 
Sabbath.

8 Mon. | International Academy of Music
Students perform Rheinberger’s Piano Quartet in E-flat major,  
Op. 38 as well as Schubert’s Piano Quintet in A major, Op. 114  

“The Trout.” 
Presented in collaboration with the Embassy of Liechtenstein.

9 Tue. | Bruno Monteiro and Nuno Marques
The violin and piano virtuosos perform.  
Presented in collaboration with the Embassy of Portugal.

10 Wed. & 11 Thu. | Songwriters: The Next 
Generation
The ASCAP Foundation and the Kennedy Center collaborate to 
showcase the work of four young songwriters and composers.

12 Fri. |        Family Night: Tamagawa University 
Dance and Taiko Group
The performers make up one of the top-ranking taiko drum and 
dance groups coming out of the premier arts university in Japan.
Presented in collaboration with the National Cherry Blossom Festival.
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13 Sat. | Choichi Terukina
This performance featuring the grand master of uta-sanshin (singing 
and playing a three-stringed lute) and National Living Treasure of 
Japan includes classical music rooted in 300-year-old poetry, folk 
music, and modern compositions as well as Ryukyuan dance and 
various Ryukyuan musical instruments. 
Presented in collaboration with Afuso Ryu Choichi Kai.

14 Sun. | NEWorks Productions: Apollo 11
Conceived and artistically directed by Nolan Williams Jr., this 
exciting program features stellar songs from Duke Ellington’s less-
commonly known 1959 Blues in Orbit recording project along with 
performances by emerging student artists. A highlight is the world 
premiere of “One Giant Leap,” a NEWorks-commissioned work 
celebrating the “hidden figures” of the Apollo 11 era and the 50th 
anniversary of the Apollo 11 lunar landing, composed by celebrated 
jazz musician/composer Allyn Johnson. 

15 Mon. | Chimurenga Renaissance 
The Africa-centered Hip Hop project from Tendai "Baba" Maraire  
of Seattle's Shabazz Palaces is known for squishy, wet synth lines  
that burble and wheeze against the organic sounds of mbira thumb 
pianos and ngoma drums, evoking both urban America and sub-
Saharan Africa.

16 Tue. | The Shenandoah University  
Trombone Collective
The ensemble performs works from Bach to Ellington and beyond.

17 Wed. | Kennedy Center  
Opera House Orchestra
Members of the KCOHO play Schubert’s Octet.

18 Thu. | KCACTF Michael Kanin 
Playwriting Awards Short Play Showcase
As part of the Kennedy Center American College Theater 
Festival, leading actors from the D.C. community perform 
selections of short plays, with national finalists competing for 
the Gary Garrison National Ten-Minute Play Award and the 
John Cauble Award for Outstanding Short Play.

19 Fri. | NSO Prelude
Members of the National Symphony Orchestra play chamber 
works.

20 Sat. | OG Lullabies
Experience a stimulating evening of transcendental sounds 
guided by the multi-instrumentalist and producer in Out of 
Body Synthesis.

21 Sun. | Seoul to Soul
Follow the journey of a slave woman as she navigates her 
travails through song, dance, drumming, and voice to today’s 
time, when she witnesses the success of her great-great-great-
granddaughter as a prima donna on the grand opera stage.

22 Mon. | The U.S. Army Band  
“Pershing’s Own” Chamber Players

This program features works for piano, as well as mixed winds 
and brass in a variety of chamber settings and celebrates the 
gradual and global return to societal normalcy in the months 
and years following the Great War. 

23 Tue. | NSO Youth Fellows
Participants in the NSO training program play classical works
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Live Internet broadcast every day at 6 p.m. 
Kennedy-Center.org/millennium

Free performances 
every day at 6 p.m. 
No tickets required*
*Unless noted otherwise

A celebration of the human spirit

24 Wed. | Jeremy Dutcher
The classically trained Canadian Indigenous tenor, composer, 
musicologist, performer, and activist takes every opportunity 
to blend his Wolastoq roots into the music he creates.

25 Thu. | Kennedy Center  
Opera House Orchestra
Members of the KCOHO play classical music.

26 Fri. | Rulan Tangen and Dancing Earth
The 2018–2019 Kennedy Center Citizen Artist Fellow and 
his dance company’s work, …SEEDS: RE GENERATION…, 
explores movement as an evolving language of intertribalism 
rooted in diverse indigenous cosmologies.

27 Sat. | Code Listen: Music for Healing 
and Dialogue
This ensemble of Boston police, teen artists, and mothers 
who've lost their sons to homicide weaves together original 
music, stories, and poetry in a powerful performance.

28 Sun. | Louder Than a Bomb—DMV
Each year, LTAB–DMV showcases teams of youth poets, 
representing high schools and community organizations, 
to share their stories, learn from one another, and build 
community. The top teams compete for the title of champion.

29 Mon. | The U.S. Army Blues 
The premier jazz ensemble of the U.S. Army performs. 

30 Tue. | Mahidol University  
School of Music
A quartet of jazz faculty from Thailand’s renowned institution 
closes out Jazz Appreciation Month. 
Presented in collaboration with the Arts and Humanities “Sister Cities”  
grant program.
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12 |Tamagawa University Dance and Taiko Group

Based on the iconic 1969 rock concept album, 
The Who's Tommy is an exhilarating story of hope, 
healing, and the human spirit. 

This performance contains mature content not suitable for young children. Recommended 
for age 14 and up. Broadway Center Stage performances are presented as semi-staged 
concerts. The actors will carry scripts in hands for various scenes of their performance. 

April 24–29 
Eisenhower Theater

Christian Borle
Casey Cott 

Mandy Gonzalez 

Free Tours
Did you know that the bust of John F. Kennedy weighs 3,000 
pounds, or that the Center is made with 3,700 tons of Italian marble 
from the same quarries that Michelangelo used? Or that the Grand 
Foyer is longer than the Washington Monument is high? To find out 
more, take a tour with a Friends Tour Guide, weekdays 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and weekends 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. For further information, visit 
kennedy-center.org/visitor/tours. 

The Millennium Stage was created and underwritten by James A. Johnson and Maxine Isaacs to make the 
performing arts accessible to everyone in fulfillment of the Kennedy Center’s mission to its community  
and the nation. 

Generous support is provided by The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation  
and The Karel Komárek Family Foundation.

Additional support is provided by Kimberly Engel and Family-The Dennis and Judy Engel Charitable Foundation, 
The Gessner Family Foundation, The Irene Pollin Audience Development and Community Engagement Initiatives, 
The Isadore and Bertha Gudelsky Family Foundation, Inc., The Meredith Foundation, Dr. Deborah Rose and  
Dr. Jan A.J. Stolwijk, the U.S. Department of Education, the National Committee for the Performing Arts, and  
the Millennium Stage Endowment Fund.

The Millennium Stage Endowment Fund was made possible by James A. Johnson and Maxine Isaacs, Fannie Mae 
Foundation, the Kimsey Endowment, Gilbert† and Jaylee† Mead, Mortgage Bankers Association of America and 
other anonymous gifts to secure the future of the Millennium Stage.

Happy Hour 5–6 p.m. Nightly
Daily food and drink specials | Grand Foyer Bars

Are you 18-30? Active duty military? Sign up for MyTix and 
get access to discounted and free tickets, special benefits, and 
more! Sign up at Kennedy-Center.org/mytix.

MyTix, part of the Rubenstein Arts Access Program, is generously funded by David M. Rubenstein.

All performances and programs are subject to change without notice.

Accessibility 
The Kennedy Center welcomes patrons with disabilities.  
For information on interpreted performances, contact  
(202) 416-8727 (voice) or access@kennedy-center.org.

Free Shuttle Service
Take Metro to the Foggy Bottom/GWU/Kennedy Center 
station and ride the free Kennedy Center Shuttle, 
departing every 15 minutes until Metro close.
Standard parking rates apply when attending free events.

Get connected
Become a fan of KCMillenniumStage on Facebook and 
check out artist photos, upcoming events, and more!


