
A CELEBRATION 
IN WASHINGTON,
MOSCOW, AND
ST. PETERSBURG

THE NATIONAL 
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
PRESENTS



Throughout its 2016-2017 season, the National Symphony Orchestra will present A Salute to Slava, a year-long 
celebration of its former Music Director Mstislav Rostropovich.  Maestro Rostropovich was one of the world’s 
most respected and beloved musicians, and his artistry and humanity had an indelible impact on the NSO.  

To honor his legacy in what would have been his 90th birthday year, the Orchestra will present a series of 
programs, both in Washington, D.C. and in Moscow and St. Petersburg.  Activities will include four concert 
weeks of Russia-focused programming in the Kennedy Center Concert Hall, including one week conducted by 
the NSO’s Music Director Designate Gianandrea Noseda and two conducted by its Music Director Christoph 
Eschenbach, as well as a major tour to Russia in March 2017.  While in Russia, the NSO will perform concerts 
in the country’s two most prominent cities: Moscow, at the eighth International Mstislav Rostropovich Festival, 
and in St. Petersburg.  This Tour, the Orchestra’s first trip to Russia since 1993, will be the cornerstone of the 
Salute to Slava celebration and will be critical to its continued mission of promoting international understanding 
and dialogue though music and the arts.  In addition, the NSO will conduct ancillary educational activities in 
conjunction with its main-stage performances both in Washington and Russia, which may include master classes, 
pre- and post-concert lectures, and question-and-answer sessions with musicians.

ABOUT A SALUTE TO SLAVA

SCHEDULE & PERFORMERS 
Washington, D.C.
November 3-5, 2016
Gianandrea Noseda, conductor

January 26-28, 2017
Christoph Eschenbach, conductor
Gidon Kremer, violin

March 9 & 11, 2017
Christoph Eschenbach, conductor
Alisa Weilerstein, cello

April 6-8, 2017
James Conlon, conductor
Lise de la Salle, piano

Moscow
(International Mstislav Rostropovich Festival)

March 29-30, 2017
Christoph Eschenbach, conductor
Alisa Weilerstein, cello

St. Petersburg
March 31, 2017
Christoph Eschenbach, conductor
Alisa Weilerstein, cello



The International Mstislav Rostropovich Festival in Moscow, which first took place in 2010, was created to honor 
the memory of a great musician without whom it is impossible to imagine the modern world of the arts.  Each 
year, the festival opens on March 27, to coincide with Maestro Rostropovich’s birthday.  Festival participants 
regularly include some of the world’s most celebrated orchestras and musicians, including the Bavarian 
Radio Symphony Orchestra with conductor Mariss Jansons, the Philharmonia Orchestra with conductor Esa-
Pekka Salonen, and the Russian National Orchestra with conductor Mikhail Pletnev, among many others.  The 
festival is organized by the Government of Moscow and the Mstislav Rostropovich Foundation for Cultural and 
Humanitarian Programs, with support from the Ministry of Culture of the Russian Federation. The Maestro’s 
daughter, Olga Rostropovich, is the festival’s artistic director. 

The NSO will be the first American orchestra to perform in this prestigious festival.

ABOUT THE ROSTROPOVICH FESTIVAL 





IMPORTANCE 
OF THE 
RUSSIA TOUR
The NSO’s Russia Tour will be critical to its 
continued mission of promoting international 
understanding and dialogue though music 
and the arts. Cultural diplomacy fosters 
communication and understanding between 
nations, bringing together beliefs and ideas, and 
creating opportunities for learning and exchange 
across national and political boundaries.  
The NSO itself has an extensive history of 
international touring and cultural diplomacy 
dating back to 1959, and in recent years, the 
Orchestra has traveled throughout China, Central 
and South America, and Europe. 

As three of the diplomatic centers of both the 
United States and Russia: Washington, D.C., 
Moscow, and St. Petersburg provide uniquely 
visible and recognized settings to bridge cultural 
and political divides.  Given its history, the NSO is 
committed to leveraging the Russia Tour and all 
of its ancillary activities to make a lasting impact, 
both here in the United States and abroad.  

This Tour is also of particular importance to 
the NSO because of its close association with 
Mstislav Rostropovich, who served as the 
Orchestra’s Music Director from 1977-1994.  A 
formidably gifted musician and a passionate 
advocate for human rights, Maestro Rostropovich 
led the Orchestra on many tours, including trips 
to Russia in 1990 and 1993 that marked both his 
return to his home country after a 16-year exile 
and the first orchestral performance to ever take 
place in Moscow’s Red Square.  





The Salute to Slava Benefit Committee will 
provide critical individual support for this 
significant project, while honoring the musical 
legacy of one of the Orchestra’s most beloved 
Music Directors.  

Members of the Committee will receive a 
number of exclusive VIP invitations to events in 
Washington, Moscow, and St. Petersburg as part 
of the celebrations.  In addition, members will be 
recognized on materials in conjunction with the 
NSO’s four concert weeks in tribute to Maestro 
Rostropovich at the Kennedy Center and on the 
Russia Tour. 

To realize this important endeavor, nearly 
$1 million of private support will be needed. It 
would be an honor to partner with you on this 
unique and special occasion.

We ask you to please consider joining the Benefit 
Committee at one of the following levels:

VICE CHAIR
$50,000

COMMITTEE
$25,000

ABOUT THE
BENEFIT 
COMMITTEE

For more information about the Benefit 
Committee, please contact Jennifer Renner, 
Director of NSO Development, at (202) 416-8071 
or jlrenner@kennedy-center.org.
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