
WNO Young 
Associates

Demystifying the professional world  
of the performing arts

Apply by Friday, January 24, 2020
at Kennedy-Center.org/WNOYoungAssociates

What is it really like to work in the performing arts? 
What does it actually take to be a professional singer?

What other careers exist outside of performance? 
What goes into world-class artistic productions?



The WNO Young Associate program is designed for high school students in the greater Washington, 
D.C. area interested in exploring any aspect of opera—singing, conducting, stage management, design, 
arts administration, and more. The goal of this program is to help individual students interested 
in opera and the performing arts have a better understanding of the professional world in order to 
navigate through academic and career choices.

Interests in every area
As a combination of music, theater, and storytelling, opera is the ultimate collaborative art form. The 
singers may take the spotlight, but a professional production can require over 200 people onstage, 
behind the scenes, and in administrative roles within the organization—all vital to making the 
audience’s experiences possible. Opera requires highly skilled people in a wide variety of roles, and can 
be an example for students with interests in any area of the performing arts. 

No experience necessary,  
but all experience welcome!
Apply if you:

•	 Perform in choirs or school musicals and would like to check out this related art form,
•	 Enjoy building things, visual effects, or costume design and would like to see how it works on a stage,
•	 Are an instrumentalist interested in all types of things you might do in the future,
•	Want to learn about education, marketing, business, or management on behalf of the arts,
•	 Already love opera, or
•	 Just think opera seems interesting and would like to learn more about it.

The WNO Young Associates program is based in observation and conversations, and is appropriate for 
students of all levels. 

Flexibility
We offer six sessions throughout the program, and participants are required to attend at least four, 
including orientation. This way, we can ensure that you have enough time to get the most out of the 
program, while providing the flexibility to adapt for the occasional prior commitment or sick day.  

Program Schedule*

The 2019-2020 WNO Young Associates program will focus on rehearsal observations of Camille 
Saint-Saëns’s Samson and Delilah enhanced by discussions with artists and sessions related to the 
professional world of opera. Students must attend orientation and at least three other sessions to 
participate in the program.

February 2020

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
1-5 p.m. 

16 17 18 19
6:30–9 p.m. 

20 21 22
4:30–7:30 p.m. 

23
12–4 p.m. 

24 25
6-9 p.m. 

26 27 28
7–10 p.m. 

*Dates and times are subject to change

Program Components
•	Rehearsal observations reveal how a production comes together during various stages of the 

rehearsal process
•	Exclusive discussions provide direct interaction with professionals in the field, including creative 

team members, WNO staff, and artists
•	 Behind-the-scenes access to the WNO Studios and the Kennedy Center
•	 Additional optional events may be added throughout the school year, such as invitations to 

performances, rehearsals, and events related to vocal music and theater.

The 2019-2020 program will focus on WNO’s production of

Samson and Delilah
Her will is more powerful than his strength.
Music by Camille Saint-Saëns/ Libretto by Ferdinand Lemaire
In French with Projected English Titles / WNO production

With superhuman strength and unmatched feats, Samson 
has everything it takes to free the enslaved Hebrews from the 
Philistines, their oppressors. But his enemies possess a weapon 
that can bring the warrior to his knees: the beautiful and 
irresistible Delilah. When Delilah seduces Samson into revealing 
the source of his physical power, his faith will be put to a final, 
catastrophic test.

This vivid staging of the iconic tale of love and betrayal features 
a lavish production and sumptuous period costumes, set against 
the tumultuous backdrop of two clashing nations. Saint-Saëns’s 
famous opera soars with some of the most splendid vocal music in 
French grand opera. From the provocative Bacchanal dance to the 
epic finale, Samson and Delilah depicts the danger of tenderness 
laced with deceit.

Application Information
Program details and the online application are available at  
Kennedy-Center.org/WNOYoungAssociates

Application Deadline
All applications must be received on or before  
Friday, January 24, 2020 

Eligibility
•	High school students in the greater Washington, D.C. area 

interested in exploring opera
•	Must commit to attending at least 4 of 6 events; attendance at 

orientation is required
•	 Past participants are welcome to reapply

Application Requirements 
•	Online application form, including three short essay questions
•	One (1) recommendation 
•	 $10 application fee 

Program Fees
•	 $40 (includes all events and meals)

Need-based scholarships are available.  
Contact AKDay@Kennedy-Center.org with inquiries.

Contact
AKDay@Kennedy-Center.org
(202) 416-8846
Kennedy-Center.org 

Related Opportunities
Students who are currently studying classical voice may be 
interested in our summer intensive, the WNO Opera Institute at 
American University. 

The Kennedy Center welcomes all applicants.   
All sessions are wheelchair accessible.

Orientation at Washington 
National Opera Studios

Washington National Opera Studios

Kennedy Center

Major support for WNO is provided by Jacqueline Badger Mars.

David M. Rubenstein is the Presenting Underwriter of WNO.

WNO acknowledges the longstanding generosity of Life Chairman Mrs. Eugene B. Casey.

WNO's Presenting Sponsor

Additional support is provided by  
Washington National Opera Council.


