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Electrify!
Electrify! is the 16th exhibition presented by the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts as 
part of the VSA Emerging Young Artists Program, a Jean Kennedy Smith Arts and Disability Program. 
The result of a longtime collaboration with Volkswagen Group of America, this national art competition 
and exhibition gives fifteen artists with disabilities, ages 16-25, the opportunity to display their work in 
venues across the country where each artist’s individual talent, mode of expression, and view of the 
world is showcased and valued. 

With this traveling exhibition we aim to give visibility to the work of artists with disabilities throughout 
the United States, positioning them to broaden our understanding of disability and the arts. We believe 
that art should excite our senses, awaken our curiosity, and electrify our very being.  Art has the ability 
to empower the artist and viewer alike, but just as important, it can spark debate and conversation, 
and ultimately ignite understanding. 

The artwork shown here touches on a variety of themes: how our bodies occupy shared space, 
how our identities are formed, and how we heal from trauma and connect to others. Electrify! is a 
conduit for creative reflection on personal and shared histories, from revisiting formative events in 
one’s childhood, to strengthening  a community and sense of belonging. These fifteen artists give us 
examples of how art can be used to understand and rewrite narratives; they explore the triumphs and 
tensions of the “now,” and invoke unity and inclusivity. 
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About VSA Emerging 
Young Arts Program
Since 2002, the Kennedy Center and Volkswagen Group of America have teamed up for the VSA 
Emerging Young Artists Program, a Jean Kennedy Smith Arts and Disability Program, to recognize and 
showcase the work of emerging young artists living with disabilities, ages 16-25, who are currently 
residing in the United States. This collaboration creates opportunities for these artists at a critical time 
when many are making the life-defining choice to pursue arts-based careers. VSA and Volkswagen are 
committed to investing in the future of young artists living with disabilities.

Every year, hundreds of emerging young artists living with disabilities compete to be included in a 
curated exhibition, formed around a unique theme. After a rigorous adjudication process, 15 artists 
are selected to showcase their work and receive: 1) a $20,000 grand prize, a $10,000 first prize award, 
a $6,000 second prize award, and twelve $2,000 awards of excellence; 2) three days of all-expenses 
paid professional development workshops in Washington, D.C.; and 3) the opportunity to have their 
work displayed in an exhibition that opens in Washington, D.C. and tours for one year around the 
United States.
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Insight, 2016
Gum bichromate over palladium (17 in x 24 in)
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Trinity Kai
Little Rock, Arkansas · Age 25

Grand Prize Award

Trinity Kai turns the camera on herself to create images that speak 
to spirituality, identity, and feelings of alienation. She was born with 
oculocutaneous albinism, a genetic condition that results in poor 
vision and over-sensitivity to light, but her visual perceptions are 
only part of what drives the mysterious and ephemeral mood of 
her photographs. Kai grew up in a strict religious household, where 
any choice made outside the doctrine was criticized. In making this 
work, she creates her own spirituality through the transformation 
and analysis of those memories. Kai uses a large format camera 
equipped with a pinhole lens, which requires a long exposure time—
and for Kai as the model, an unblinking eye. Kai prints the images 
using nineteenth-century photographic processes that impart a 
luminous and painterly quality to her work that complements the 
electrifying quiet of Kai’s gaze. 

Kai received a Bachelor of Fine Arts from the University of Arkansas 
at Little Rock, and is currently pursuing a Master of Fine Arts in 
Photography at University of North Texas in Denton, Texas. 



8

Stills from Copper, 2017
Digital video
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Summer Mason
Los Angeles, California · Age 22

First Prize Award

In the short film Copper, dancers float in and out of focus in a 
kaleidoscope of color and movement in an intimate interpretation of 
black experiences and narratives throughout America. In each of the 
film’s five sections, director Summer Mason explores the five stages 
of grief: denial, anger, bargaining, depression, and acceptance. The 
driving force behind the film is a quest to shift the current focus 
on the black experience from a place of brutality and violence to 
a place of healing and artistic freedom. Mason, who has bipolar 
disorder, wrote Copper over the course of several manic depressive 
episodes, and the film’s transcendence of reality reflects these 
hallucinatory experiences. 

Mason was born and raised in Los Angeles, and earned a bachelor’s 
degree in Film and Media Studies at University of California, 
Berkeley, and lives in Oakland, California.
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Hold for Inspection
Mixed media sculpture (24 in x 24 in x 24 in)
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Haley Macherone
Portland, ME · Age 23

Second Prize Award

At age seven Haley Macherone was diagnosed with Tourette 
syndrome, a neurological disorder that causes involuntary tics that 
are frequently uncomfortable and distressing. Her work is informed 
by her investigations into her identity as an artist with a disability, 
and is driven by her need to understand what elements shaped who 
she is. Through her sculptures, which depict memories blended with 
fiction, Macherone delves into her childhood with a mix of humor, 
uncertainty, and wonder. The figure in Hold for Inspection is at once 
Macherone’s childhood self, full of innocent curiosity, and her adult 
self, who has an awareness of the potentially dangerous contents of 
the crate. Macherone invites us to contemplate the act of looking: 
into our past and into a larger unknown. She shows us that our 
experiences appear changed through the act of remembering, and 
over time can come to have new meaning and importance. 

Macherone earned her associate degree in Fine Art from Hudson 
Valley Community College in 2015, and completed her Bachelor of 
Fine Arts from the Maine College of Art in May, 2017. She lives and 
works in Portland, Maine.
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Negotiating Space: Othered by Design, 2017
Rip stop nylon, vinyl, PVC pipe (108 in x 48 in x 48 in)
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Brianna Beck
Chicago, Illinois · Age 25

Award of Excellence

Brianna Beck uses elements of scale and spatial incongruity to 
address the social model of disability—the idea that individuals are 
far more inhibited by their physical environment and social stigma 
than they are from their bodies or minds. Her work is both playful 
and provocative, and focuses on how these interactions with our 
physical and social environments contribute to an individual’s sense 
of self. Negotiating Space: Othered by Design aims to communicate 
the experience of hyperawareness of one’s body in a vulnerable 
space. As a woman with skeletal dysplasia and anxiety/depression, 
Beck’s work investigates the intersection of physical disability and 
mental illness, spatial incongruence, and femininity within disability.

Beck received her Bachelor of Fine Arts in Visual Communication 
from Ball State University in 2013 and is currently pursuing her 
Master of Art in Art Therapy and Counseling at the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago. 
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I’m Bringing Hell to You, 2017
Oil on canvas (36 in x 48 in)
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Taylor Bielecki
Royersford, Pennsylvania · Age 23

Award of Excellence

Taylor Bielecki’s I’m Bringing Hell to You is both startling and 
seductive. It Pulls viewers into an otherworldly carnival scene that 
hinges on the delirious and hints at a world of dystopian unease 
beyond the frame. Her paintings, which are often inspired by classic 
literature and cinema, are full of frantic energy conveyed by fast 
brushstrokes, glossy highlights, and strong contrasts. Bielecki has 
cerebral palsy, which affects the right side of her body, her hearing, 
and speech. Because speaking does not come easily to Bielecki, 
she often turns to her art to communicate her concepts and ideas. 

Bielecki attends Penn State University, where she studies English 
and fine art.
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Colonial Wall Push, 2016
Digital video
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Kevin Quiles 
Bonilla
San Juan, Puerto Rico · Age 25

Award of Excellence

Kevin Quiles Bonilla is interested in reactivating public spaces with 
his body to engage viewers in a hidden or forgotten past. Born 
and raised in Puerto Rico, his work references colonial themes of 
inherent and imposed identity through a sense of place. Colonial 
Wall Push asks us to consider how one’s sense of self is formed 
from the physical spaces we occupy, built from ideas and dialogues 
that are both conscious and unconscious, private and public. What 
power (symbolic and actual) impacts us in shared space? Quiles 
Bonilla, who has obsessive compulsive disorder, draws inspiration 
from the late conceptual artist Terry Fox, who was diagnosed with 
Hodgkin’s disease and whose work explores a recurrent cycle of 
illness and health. 

A graduate of the University of Puerto Rico, where he earned a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts, Bonilla is currently pursuing a Master of Fine 
Arts at Parsons, The New School of Design in New York City. 



18

Angel, 2016
Synthetic hair, plywood, paint, graphite powder (96 in x 33 in x 29 in)
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Rein Brooks
St. Louis Park, Minnesota · Age 23

Award of Excellence

For Rein Brooks, interactive sculpture is a means to inhabit a 
body other than one’s own. In this piece, Brooks uses a literal 
representation of their own hair, which has thinned, become brittle, 
been cut, and regrown as their health has fluctuated. The resulting 
piece invites the viewer into a personal tangle of power, vulnerability, 
and erasure. Angel is part of a larger series, Gifts, which questions 
established narratives of illness, identity, and gender. It is both 
magnetic and repulsive—an analogy to Brooks’ experiences living 
with an eating disorder and gender dysphoria. “Angel is meant to be 
engaged with its columnar structure leaves room for a single person 
to stand or sit within a protective, enclosing space. It is an invitation 
for the viewer to step inside my body and experience the gratitude 
and awe I feel for its resilience.” 

Brooks, who is from the Twin Cities area of Minnesota, earned a 
bachelor’s degree in French and linguistics from Grinnell College 
where they also studied studio art.
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Life is Blurry (parts I and II), 2016
Pen and ink on paper (17.5 in x 26 in)



21

Marieke Davis
Gilbert, Arizona · Age 24

Award of Excellence

Marieke Davis is a graphic artist from Phoenix, Arizona. The small 
frames required for graphic art accommodate Davis’ limited field 
of vision. Using her own life as material, Davis’ narrative-driven 
creative process always begins with writing the script before she 
brings it to life through drawing. She uses humor to educate the 
able-bodied world about how she and other people with low vision 
often perceive and navigate the world in what she terms “the most 
effective way possible—through laughter.”

Davis graduated from Arizona State University where she earned 
a Bachelor of Fine Arts in art and drawing and studied English 
literature, women’s and gender studies, and creative writing.
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Teardrop Cabinet, 2016
Mahogany, steel, aluminum, rope (24 in x 12 in x 12 in)
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Rowan Di Ioia 
Santa Barbara, California · Age 22

Award of Excellence

Rowan Di Ioia created Teardrop Cabinet to hold a collection of small 
wonders from the natural world—a modern-day take on a cabinet of 
curiosities. The seven drawers that spiral upwards from the bottom 
of the piece each hold a sample of water from seven different 
sources. Di Ioia works in various artistic disciplines including metal 
working, wood working, glass blowing, sculpture, and ceramics. 
Like most of his work, this piece features elements that come from 
recycled materials. Teardrop Cabinet is hand-shaped and carved 
from a single block of mahogany wood, with a hand sculpted 
recycled aluminum top.

A Santa Barbara, California native, Di Ioia is currently studying 
furniture design at California College of the Arts. He has dyslexia 
and dysgraphia.
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Last Light
Acrylic on wood (60 in x 60 in)
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Blythe Gurche
Trumansburg, New York · Age 22

Award of Excellence 

Blythe Gurche’s work explores and embraces change. As a child 
she insisted on celebrating her twelfth birthday twice because she 
rejected the idea of becoming a teenager and all of the perils that 
come with that transition. As a teen, she started painting as a way to 
hold on to aspects of her childhood. Gurche has neurocardiogenic 
syncope, which causes a drop in blood pressure and temporary 
loss of consciousness. These fainting episodes, which are 
themselves miniature and abrupt changes, interrupt her daily life 
in unpredictable ways. “Almost everything we interact with in our 
lifetimes is mercurial, ever-changing. Coming to terms with constant 
change has been something that in the past I have struggled with, it 
is something that I think we as human beings have a difficult  
time grasping.”

Gurche studied art and anthropology at Skidmore College, and has 
worked combining both disciplines as a scientific illustrator.
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Everycloud, 2017
Porcelain, steel magazine rack (38 in x 12 in x 12 in)
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Carly Mandel
Brooklyn, New York · Age 25

Award of Excellence

In Everycloud, artist Carly Mandel comments on the lack of 
representation of disability in commercial media, and examines the 
way health is publically and commercially understood and valued. 
Mandel crafted the bone-like porcelain rings of Everycloud by hand, 
and each is unique. The magazine rack, in contrast, is rigid, factory-
produced, and serves to help distribute mass media messaging. 
Mandel intends this dichotomy to highlight the relationship between 
an individualized approach to health, and the generic and pervasive 
idea of wellness in our society. As a person who has Crohn’s 
disease, she hopes that her work will educate people about invisible 
and chronic diseases. Mandel notes that for those with chronic 
illness the idea of attaining a state of perfect health is untenable, 
and the words “get well soon” have little meaning.

Mandel grew up in St. Louis, Missouri and received her Bachelor of 
Fine Arts from Pacific Northwest College of Art in Portland, Oregon 
in 2015. She currently lives and works in Brooklyn, New York.
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Symptomatic (series), 2017
Fabric, thread, wood, hanging hardware (30 in x 35 in x .25 in; 86 in x 51 in x 11 in)
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Jillian Santora
Chicago, Illinois · Age 25

Award of Excellence

Jillian Santora has discovered the cathartic nature of sewing, 
mending, and quilting—art forms she uses as an agent of change. 
Symptomatic is a series of protest banners emblazoned with 
hand-appliquéd statements that address the lived experience of 
illness and disability. By employing traditional sewing techniques 
and hanging methods, Santora invokes suffragette and labor union 
protest banners to confront a present day inequity. Santora’s goal 
with Symptomatic is to give voice to people with hidden or invisible 
disabilities. As a person with postural orthostatic tachycardia 
syndrome (POTS) and mast cell activation disorder, Santora’s 
messages are a means of empowering herself and her community, 
who in her words, are “fighting for inclusion, compassion, and care 
in an able-bodied world.” 

Santora holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts from the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago.
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T-Shirt, 2017
Digital video and cloth shirt (66 in x 66 in x 18 in)
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Kendall 
Schauder
Chicago, Illinois · Age 23

Award of Excellence

Kendall Schauder investigates the way that textiles are a 3D record 
of the machinery used to produce them. Schauder was diagnosed 
with dyslexia in third grade, and continuously struggled within a 
school curriculum that could not be adapted for students with 
learning disabilities. This led her to explore the idea of learning 
through visual and tactile sensations within the 3D workspace of 
textile machinery. T-Shirt was presented as a performance piece 
in which Schauder unraveled an industrially knit t-shirt, and then 
completely reconstructed the shirt by hand. Through the process 
of deconstruction she notices the way each piece of the shirt fits 
together as part of the overall pattern. When reconstructing the 
shirt, Schauder uses the same logic as the original pattern, but 
by reworking the material by hand she comes up with her own 
understanding of the fabric and its qualities, characteristics,  
and possibilities.

Schauder was born and raised in Houston, Texas, and how lives in 
Chicago, Illinois. She recently graduated from the Bachelor of Fine 
Arts program at The School of the Art Institute of Chicago.
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Binghamton 2, 2016
Photograph (60 in x 40 in)
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Becca Schwartz
Richmond, Virginia · Age 22

Award of Excellence

As a photographer, Becca Schwartz questions the reality depicted 
in photographs that we as viewers understand to be the truth. In 
this body of work she photographs the interiors of mid-century 
homes using bright lighting so that her audience is unable to 
differentiate what is real and what is staged or edited in post-
production. Bingham 2 challenges the unrealistic idea of normalcy 
as seen through home advertising in the 1950s, 60s, and 70s. The 
reading glasses float above the too-white surface of the kitchen 
table, forgotten or belonging to no one, yet the visual weight of 
the benches and the ordinariness of the tile floor pull us back 
into a version of reality. The viewer is left wondering if this hyper-
realistic image is a representation of someone’s life, or a complete 
fabrication.

Schwartz has Tourette syndrome. She lives in Richmond, Virginia 
and studies photography at Virginia Commonwealth University.
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Isolation, 2015
Photograph (60 in x 40 in)



35

Esther Woo
Coppell, Texas · Age 21

Award of Excellence

Esther Woo works across multiple media, from sculpture using found 
objects to photography and collage, and has been creating art since 
childhood. In Isolation Woo channels her experience with attention 
deficit disorder, which can make socializing and connecting with 
peers difficult. The fractured, misaligned layers of the digital photo 
collage and inconsistent focus throughout the image is at odds with 
the precision and clarity we expect from the photographic medium, 
and leads to a feeling of tension and unease. Woo seems to be 
brought short by an invisible barrier, yet the vibrancy and larger-
than-life size of the photograph conveys assurance and potent 
sense of self. 

A native of Coppell, Texas, Woo lives in New York City where she 
attends Parsons School of Design at The New School. 
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JURY PANEL
Saul Chernick is a visual artist and 
educator. He has exhibited 
internationally in galleries and museums 
including the Aldrich Museum of 
Contemporary Art, the Bronx Museum 
of Art, the Jewish Museum as well as 

Rush Arts, Max Protetch, Meulensteen, and Senior & 
Shopmaker Galleries in New York City. As a New York 
state certified art educator he has taught for the New York 
City public school system, as well as The Cooper Union, 
Parson’s School of Design, Baruch College, the Museum 
of Modern Art, Studio in a School, the Dreamyard Project, 
and the 92nd Street YMCA. Saul earned his Bachelor of 
Fine Art from Rhode Island School of Design and his 
Master of Fine Art from Rutgers University.

Makeba Dixon-Hill is the curator of 
education at the Spelman College 
Museum of Fine Art, the only museum in 
the nation that emphasizes art by and 
about women of the African Diaspora. 
Dixon-Hill studied at Spelman College, 
the David C. Driskell Summer Arts 

Institute for the study of the African Diaspora at the 
University of Maryland, College Park, the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago, and the Getty Leadership Institute. 
Dixon-Hill was the education and public programs 
coordinator at the Studio Museum in Harlem and the 
Managing Editor of Code Z, an online publication 
dedicated to black visual culture. She serves on several 
planning committees on workforce development, 
children’s rights, and arts advocacy. She is currently 
writing a children’s book about her grandparents.

Justus Harris is an artist working 
across disciplines to create new 
methods for improved understanding of 
wellness, healing, and health 
monitoring. Initially inspired by his use 
of continuous monitors for managing his 

type 1 diabetes, Harris’ work has been featured at 
Stanford School of Medicine, Theorizing the Web NYC, 
and most recently in the European Commission sponsored 
Internet of Things exhibition, Adaptation, in Berlin, 
Germany.  He is a portfolio reviewer and alumni of The 
School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Bachelor of Arts in 
Visual and Critical Studies. As an active collaborator with 
medical professionals Harris has participated in four 
artificial pancreas research studies at the University of 
Chicago and is co-authoring a patient perspective paper 
with the study’s doctors. He will be in residence at 
Chicago’s prototyping and innovation center, mHUB, 
throughspring 2018. 

Xang Mimi Ho is a fashion photographer 
in Virginia, as well as an adjunct 
professor at George Mason University. 
Ho received her Bachelor of Fine Art 
from George Mason University, Fairfax, 
Virginia, and her Master of Fine Art from 

the Maryland Institute College of Arts, Baltimore, Maryland. 
Her artwork explores themes of identity and social issues. 
Ho is a 2005 VSA Emerging Young Artists Program First 
Place winner, and participated in the 2015 EYA 
retrospective exhibit Focus Forward at the Kennedy Center.  
She is a practicing fashion photographer, and her 
photographs are included in two published books; “Portrait 
from The Pike”: A Celebration of Community and “Living 
Diversity”: The Columbia Pike Documentary Project.”
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 Tabitha Jacques
Tabitha Jacques is the director of 
the Joseph F. and Helen C. Dyer Arts 
Center at National Technical Institute 
for the Deaf, at Rochester Institute 
of Technology. Originally from Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, Jacques earned a 

bachelor’s degree in art history at Gallaudet University, 
where she later has worked as a curator, director, and 
producer for the Gallaudet University Museum Project as 
well as an adjunct professor. Jacques holds a Master of 
Arts in art history and museum studies from  
Georgetown University. 

Nandini Makrandi has been with the 
Hunter Museum for over thirteen years. 
Prior to becoming chief curator, Nandini 
was the Hunter Museum’s curator of 
contemporary art for nine years and 
associate professor of art history at the 
University of Tennessee, Chattanooga. 

During her tenure, she has helped build and broaden the 
museum’s contemporary holdings, curated the first three 
nationally touring exhibitions by the Hunter, I Heard a 
Voice: The Art of Lesley Dill, Beverly Semmes: Starcraft, 
and Whitfield Lovell: Deep River, and originated several 
seminar courses in contemporary art and criticism for the 
University of Tennessee, Chattanooga. Before joining the 
Hunter, Nandini was a curator at the Knoxville Museum of 
Art for seven years and worked with the Cameron Museum 
of Art in Wilmington, North Carolina. She participates 
regularly in the region as a juror, guest curator and 
speaker, and is a member for the American Association of 
Museums.

Jackie Milad is a practicing visual artist 
and independent curator based in 
Baltimore City, Maryland. She began her 
curatorial career as the co-founder of 
the Transmodern Festival, an artist-run 
performance art and experimental 

media festival. More recently, Milad served as the chief 
curator for The Delaware Contemporary in Wilmington, 
Delaware. She has also held the position of gallery curator 
for the Adele H. Stamp Student Union’s Stamp Gallery at 
the University of Maryland in College Park, where she 
supervised and mentored student employees, emerging 
artists/curators. She earned her Masters of Fine Art from 
Towson University and her Bachelor of Fine Art from the 
School of Museum of Fine Arts at Tufts University.

Gordon Sasaki is an artist and educator 
in universities, museums, schools, and 
private institutions. His work is exhibited 
internationally and held in many private 
and corporate collections. A dedicated 
proponent of inclusion through the arts, 

Sasaki teaches in the Community and Access programs of 
the Education Department at the Museum of Modern Art in 
New York City, which focuses on bringing art experiences 
to disabled and underserved populations. Born in 
Honolulu, he has been a wheelchair user since a 1982 
automobile accident.

PHOTO COURTESY OF  
TSG, CHATTANOOGA
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Isaac Powell is a graduate of the 
Master of Fine Arts program at 
Washington State University, and 
teaches painting and drawing as an 
Associate Professor at Eastern 
Kentucky University. Powell interweaves 

the themes of life, growth, reproduction, and creativity 
with those of his own personal history in his still life 
depictions. Having been born without a right hand, the 
flora in his work directly references the body, its 
appendages and digits. By addressing his own anxieties 
through the imagery of plant cuttings and graftings, he has 
developed his own vocabulary for confronting both 
awkwardness and beauty. Powell is a 2004 VSA Emerging 
Young Artists Program winner, and participated in the 
2015 EYA retrospective exhibit Focus Forward at the 
Kennedy Center.

Sarah Tanguy Sarah Tanguy is a curator 
for ART in Embassies, US Department 
of State, where she creates international 
collections and exhibitions for US 
diplomatic missions overseas. Tanguy is 
also an independent curator and critic 

based in Washington, DC. Since 1983 Tanguy has 
developed over a hundred and fifty exhibitions. Her recent 
projects include “Twist-Layer-Pour,” “Mapping: Memory 
and Motion in Contemporary Art,” “Vanishing Boundaries,” 
a joint US/Lithuania photography exhibition, “Taken for 
Looks,” an all-photography, food-inspired exhibition, a 
Cuba/Russia/US exhibition, and an ongoing exhibition 
series for the American Center for Physics. In addition to 
numerous exhibition-related essays, she has written for 
The Washington Times, Sculpture, New Art Examiner, and 
American Craft, among others. Tanguy has a Bachelor’s 
degree in Fine Arts from Georgetown University, and a 
Master’s degree in Art History from the University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill.

Office of VSA and Accessibility staff who contributed to the 2017 VSA Emerging Young Artists program include:

Betty Siegel, Director, VSA and Accessibility
Stephanie Litvak, Manager, VSA Affiliates
Anne-Marie Walsh, Coordinator, VSA Visual Arts Programs
Megan Varn, Administrative Assistant, VSA Programs
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The Kennedy Center has been 
at the forefront of making the 
performing arts accessible to 
persons with disabilities. Serving 
the international disability and arts 
community, the Office of VSA and 
Accessibility, a Jean Kennedy Smith 
Arts and Disability program, provides 
opportunities for people with 
disabilities of all ages across the 
globe to learn through, participate 
in, and enjoy the arts. The Office 
focuses its efforts on arts and special 
education initiatives; accessibility 
services for patrons and visitors 
with disabilities; professional 
development for educators and 
cultural administrators; and career 
opportunities in the arts for people 
with disabilities. For more information, 
please visit kennedy-center.org/vsa. 

Volkswagen Group of America, Inc. 
is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Volkswagen AG, one of the world’s 
leading automobile manufacturers 
and the largest carmaker in Europe. 
It operates a manufacturing plant 
in Chattanooga, Tennessee and 
houses the U.S. operations of a 
worldwide family of distinguished 
and exciting brands including Audi, 
Bentley, Bugatti, Lamborghini and 
Volkswagen, as well as VW  
Credit, Inc. 
 
Founded in 1955, the company’s 
headquarters are in Herndon, 
Virginia, Volkswagen Group of 
America brings vehicles to the U.S. 
that marry the science of engineering 
and the art of styling, with the goal 
of offering attractive, safe, and 
eco-conscious automobiles that are 
competitive and set world standards 
in their respective classes. The 
company has approximately 6,000 
employees in the United States 
and sells its vehicles through a 
1,000-strong dealer network.

In recent years the Kennedy Center 
has dramatically expanded its 
education programs to reach young 
people, teachers, and families 
throughout the nation. A clear sign 
of the Center’s dedication is the 
accessible, state-of-the-art Family 
Theater, which opened in 2005. The 
education programs of the Kennedy 
Center have become models for 
communities across the country and 
have unlocked the door to learning 
for millions of people. Education 
at the Kennedy Center produces 
and presents age appropriate 
performances and educational 
events for young people and their 
families; school-and community-
based programs that directly impact 
teachers, students, artists, and school 
and arts administrators through 
professional development; systemic 
and school improvement 
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