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Upon arriving to the U.S. from my home country Brazil, I made my way through Salt Lake City 

airport with a polite smile and frantically answering “yes” and “no” to the questions being thrown at me 
by customs officials and flight attendants. That same week my English classes began and I couldn’t have 
anticipated what I was in for.  

 
On the first day of class instead of going easy on me as I was expecting, my kind yet resolute 

English as a Second Language teacher, Mrs. Susie, firmly directed me to speak without translating from 
my native Portuguese. Although I couldn’t elaborate responses to her questions in the moment, she 
continued to insist that I, “talk, talk and keep talking! The more you do it the better you’ll get…and 
remember, if somebody can do it, you can do it!”  

 
At that time, I couldn’t understand how Mrs. Susie expected me to express myself given my 

evident limitations. I blushed and felt it was unfair to put me in a position to fail before my classmates, 
despite the fact that we were in a learning institution. After being somewhat - for the lack of a better 
word – ‘forced’ to immerse myself in the English language, I began to express my thoughts with ease 
and quickly grasp control of its natural idiomatic use. Her lessons transcended the classroom and 
revolved around universal topics that made me want to understand every word she was so eloquently 
delivering. 

 
At the end of my first semester, Mrs. Susie handed me my grade report, which featured some of 

the highest grades in the class. She looked at me in her same resolute manner as the first day and said, 
“I told you, if somebody can do it, you can do it!” This time, I actually believed her. 

 
I realized that her persistence was due to the potential her eagle eyes spotted in me and she had 

utilized her teacher talents and techniques, derived from over 30 years of experience, to bring it all out. 
 
It was only natural that she had the power to make us believe in ourselves to succeed since she 

herself had walked the same path. As an immigrant from Armenia who had to risk it all in order to 
establish herself in the U.S. and simultaneously master the English language, she was quite the example 
for us. 

 
“If somebody can do it, you can do it!” is etched into my soul and has guided me through crucial 

moments in my past and continues to inspire me through my fourth year of law school here in Brazil. 
 
I no longer see people only as naturally gifted nor do I see any office, position and skill in life as 

unreachable. Mrs. Susie’s techniques, kindness and positive reinforcements were the best part of my 
three years in the U.S. and made me believe that there’s nothing I can’t do as long as I commit myself. 
 


