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As I looked at my schedule my junior year of high school, I was filled with anticipation and a bit of fear.  
There was the name, Señora Haney, right there on my schedule.  She was the Spanish teacher known as 
one of the toughest teachers in the school.  I was terrified.   
 
When I walked into room 212 on that first day of school, I had no idea how much my life would change 
while in that very room.  Upon entering, I was instructed to pick a desk, the bell rang, and she instantly 
began to teach.  Wasn’t this the first day of school? Weren't we just supposed to be told what supplies 
we needed and discuss classroom rules?  I quickly realized this class was not going to be like any other 
class that I had ever had.  Señora Haney’s class flew by in a whirlwind.  By the end, I had sung, played a 
bullfight game with the matadors versus the bulls, taken notes, learned some crazy grammar rhyme, and 
received homework that was expected to be completed well, because to quote my teacher, “99.9% just 
will not do. ”  Even though so much had happened in a short time frame, this dynamic woman seated in 
an electric wheelchair -  with more energy and spunk than all of us combined -  had inspired me to want 
to learn more. I could not wait to come back to her class the next day and see what she had in store for 
us.  
 
I had the good fortune to be blessed with this amazing teacher for two years during high school and she 
changed my life.  Señora Haney made education her life's work, putting the success of her students 
above all else.  As a student, I was not always aware of the amount of work and care that went into her 
innovative lessons. What I knew was she made the Spanish language come alive.  Her enthusiasm was 
infectious.  When we studied the endangered animals of Latin America, she found a local Alpaca farmer 
who brought alpacas to school so we could learn about them firsthand.  She took us to the zoo to do a 
scavenger hunt so we could gather data and see for ourselves why the environment should be part of 
our social conscience.   
 
Mrs. Amy Haney expected every student to work hard. Because of her unwillingness to accept less than 
our personal best, I worked harder in her class than in any other because I didn’t want to disappoint this 
amazing and inspirational teacher.  Not only did I leave high school loving Spanish, but thanks to this 
gifted teacher, I developed a passion for learning and a desire to carry on her legacy of educating our 
nation’s children. Today, I am a teacher because of Amy Haney. 


