
 

 

 

Press Release             
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April 11, 2016 
 

The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 

Announces 
 

Owensboro Public Schools Board of Education 

of Owensboro, Kentucky  

Receives $10,000 Kennedy Center and NSBA Award 
 

National Award Recognizes Outstanding School Board Support of the Arts 
 

(WASHINGTON)—The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts today announced the 

Owensboro Public Schools Board of Education in Owensboro, Kentucky, will receive the 28th annual 

Kennedy Center and National School Boards Association (NSBA) Award. The award, which includes a 

$10,000 prize, will be presented today by Mario R. Rossero, Senior Vice President of Education at the 

Kennedy Center, at the National School Boards Association’s Annual Conference in Boston, 

Massachusetts. Since 1989, this prestigious national award has recognized individual school boards for 

their outstanding support of arts education. The Owensboro district was chosen from nominees around 

the country for its support of high-quality arts education.  

 “We are thrilled to recognize the Owensboro Public Schools Board of Education for their 

commitment to providing a quality arts education,” said Mario R. Rossero, Senior Vice President of 

Education at the Kennedy Center. “Arts learning is an essential component of every child’s educational 

journey with proven results in increased student engagement and academic success.” 

The award honors the work of the 2015 school board, led by Board Chair John Blaney, Vice 

Chair Cate Lauzon, Nancy Eskridge, Dan Griffith, and Steve Knight. In the face of funding challenges, 

the Owensboro Public Schools Board of Education has shown a strong commitment to the endurance of 

the arts by having arts programs budgeted through the central district office, removing the burden of 

fundraising for teachers and ensuring stability across programs. The Board has also shown significant 

investment by hiring an arts supervisor for the district. 

The Board cultivates strong partnerships within their community that help enrich their own arts 

programming. Their relationships with Owensboro Dance Theater and the Owensboro Symphony 

Orchestra have enabled the district to grow its dance and music programming. The Board’s long-

standing relationship with the RiverPark Center has helped ensure that every child in the district’s 



elementary schools has the opportunity to attend a professional arts performance each year in the Arts 

Teach Kids program. The Owensboro Public Schools Board of Education intends to use their award to 

continue funding and enhancing arts education opportunities districtwide. The award will specifically 

help create an arts infusion program based on Tableau, a drama technique that supports comprehension 

in core subjects including reading, writing, and social studies.  

Each year, a national review panel selects the first place school board from a pool of nominees 

across the country. School boards selected for this national honor must demonstrate support for all four 

core disciplines in arts education programs: visual arts, music, theater, and dance. Instruction and 

programming must be available for all students throughout the district. The ways in which the school 

board develops collaborative partnerships with the cultural resources available in the community are 

also an important consideration in reviewing nominations. 

 

ABOUT EDUCATION AT THE KENNEDY CENTER 

The Kennedy Center retains its commitment as the nation’s cultural center to educating and enlightening 

children and adults in Washington and around the country. The Center’s national education programs 

include: Ensuring the Arts for Any Given Child, which works with 20 municipalities and their school 

districts around the country to develop a long-range strategic plan for arts education; ARTSEDGE, a 

website that offers standards-based materials for use in and out of the classroom; Partners in Education, 

which forges relationships between an arts organization and its neighboring school systems to build 

effective arts education programs for teachers and teaching artists; Kennedy Center Alliance for Arts 

Education Network, works with 30 state organizations on arts education policy issues; Explore the Arts, 

which provide insight into the cultural and historical context of the works presented on stage and sparks 

dialogue between audiences and the artists who have created the performances through participatory 

workshops, demonstrations,  panels, master classes, and open rehearsals; and the Kennedy 

Center/Stephen Sondheim Inspirational Teacher Awards, which acknowledge teachers of grades K-12 

whose efforts have made a significant impact on their students; and Kennedy Center Theater for Young 

Audiences on Tour, which brings original Kennedy Center productions for students and families into 

communities and performing arts centers around the country. 
            In and around D.C., the Kennedy Center’s programs include Changing Education Through the 

Arts, a program that works with seven schools in the area to affect long-term change in school culture 

through professional learning in arts integration; Professional Development Opportunities for Teachers, 

which trains Washington-area educators to teach the arts or other subject areas through the arts; and 

Washington, D.C. Partnership Schools, where the Center provides resources and teaching artist 

residencies to 22 elementary, junior, and senior high schools in Washington, D.C. The Center also 

mounts more than 100 events and performances of theater, music, dance, and opera throughout the 

season for more than 100,000 local school-aged children. 

            In addition, the Center offers multiple skill development programs for young artists and 

professionals both locally and nationally, including the National Symphony Orchestra’s Youth 

Fellowship Program, Summer Music Institute, and High School Competition; Washington National 

Opera’s Domingo-Cafritz Young Artist Program, Opera Institute, and Kids Create Opera Partnership; 

the biennial New Visions/New Voices forum for development of new plays for young people; Exploring 

Ballet with Suzanne Farrell; Betty Carter’s Jazz Ahead; VSA’s Playwright Discovery Program, Young 

Soloists, and Visual Arts Programs; arts administration internships; and the Kennedy Center American 



College Theater Festival which impacts hundreds of thousands of college-aged theater students across 

the country and marks its 48th anniversary in 2016. 
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