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The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 

Announces 
 

Ann Arbor Public Schools Board of Education  

of Ann Arbor, Michigan  

Receives $10,000 Kennedy Center and NSBA Award 
 

National Award Recognizes Outstanding School Board Support of the Arts 
 

(WASHINGTON, D.C.)—The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts today announced the 

Ann Arbor Public Schools Board of Education in Ann Arbor, Michigan, will receive the 27th annual 

Kennedy Center and National School Boards Association (NSBA) Award. The award, which includes a 

$10,000 prize, will be presented today at the National School Boards Association’s Annual Conference 

in Nashville, Tennessee. Since 1989, this prestigious national award has recognized individual school 

boards for their outstanding support of arts education. 

The Ann Arbor district was chosen from nominees around the country for its support of high-

quality arts education.  

 “We commend the Ann Arbor Public Schools Board of Education for their commitment to 

providing a quality arts education,” said Darrell M. Ayers, Vice President of Education at the Kennedy 

Center. “Our research shows that learning through the arts makes students more engaged, creative and 

better problem solvers.” 

The award honors the work of the 2014 school board, led by President Deb Mexicotte, Vice 

President Christine Stead, Secretary Andy Thomas, Treasurer Glenn Nelson, Susan Baskett, Simone 

Lightfoot, and Irene Patalan. Despite several years of having to make difficult decisions due to 

decreased school funding, the Ann Arbor Public Schools Board of Education has continued to support 

arts programming for all students, grades K-12. This is demonstrated by the creation of a K-8 STEAM 

(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math) school in the district, a move that has prompted an 

increase in student enrollment. In addition to the K-8 STEAM school, the AAPS Board of Education 

increased the visual arts at the new Pathways to Success Academic Campus, a high school aimed at 

students who would like a small intimate learning environment that offers a variety of flexible programs 

and learning times throughout the day. The arts offerings at Pathways include music theory and 



technology and a theater program. The Board of Education has also strongly supported the partnership 

between Ann Arbor Public Schools and Toyota Motor Sales, USA, sending 35 educators the past two 

summers to study and share STEAM initiatives with educators in Singapore. The AAPS Board of 

Education intends to use their award to continue funding and enhancing arts education opportunities 

district-wide.   

Each year, a national review panel selects the first place school board from a pool of nominees 

across the country. School boards selected for this national honor must demonstrate support for all four 

core disciplines in arts education programs: visual arts, music, theater, and dance. Instruction and 

programming must be available for all students throughout the district. The ways in which the school 

board develops collaborative partnerships with the cultural resources available in the community are 

also an important consideration in reviewing nominations. 

 

ABOUT EDUCATION AT THE KENNEDY CENTER 

The Kennedy Center retains its commitment as the nation’s cultural center to educating and 

enlightening children and adults in Washington and around the country. The Center’s national education 

programs include: Ensuring the Arts for Any Given Child, which works with 16 communities and their 

school districts around the country to develop a long-range strategic plan for arts education; 

ARTSEDGE, a website that offers standards-based materials for use in and out of the classroom; 

Partners in Education, which forges relationships between an arts organization and its neighboring 

school systems to build effective arts education programs for teachers and teaching artists; Kennedy 

Center Alliance for Arts Education Network, which works with 30 state organizations on arts education 

policy issues; Explore the Arts, which provide insight into the cultural and historical context of the 

works presented on stage and sparks dialogue between audiences and the artists who have created the 

performances through participatory workshops, demonstrations, panels, master classes, and open 

rehearsals; and the Kennedy Center/ Stephen Sondheim Inspirational Teacher Awards, which 

acknowledge teachers of grades K-12 whose efforts have made a significant impact on their students. 

 In and around D.C., the Kennedy Center’s programs include Changing Education Through the 

Arts, a program that works with 15 schools in the area to affect long-term change in school culture 

through professional learning in arts integration; Professional Development Opportunities for Teachers, 

which trains Washington-area educators to teach the arts or other subject areas through the arts; and 

Washington, D.C. Partnership Schools, where the Center provides resources and teaching artist 

residencies to 20 elementary, junior, and senior high schools in Washington, D.C. The Center also 

mounts more than 100 events and performances of theater, music, dance, and opera throughout the 

season for more than 100,000 local school-aged children. 

 In addition, the Center offers multiple skill development programs for young artists and 

professionals both locally and nationally, including the National Symphony Orchestra’s Youth 

Fellowship Program, Summer Music Institute, and High School Competition; Washington National 

Opera’s Domingo-Cafritz Young Artist Program, Opera Institute, and Kids Create Opera Partnership; 

the biennial New Visions/ New Voices forum for development of new plays for young people; 

Exploring Ballet with Suzanne Farrell; Betty Carter’s Jazz Ahead; VSA’s Playwright Discovery 

Program, Young Soloists, and Visual Arts Programs; arts administration internships; and the Kennedy 

Center American College Theater Festival, which impacts hundreds of thousands of college-aged theater 

students across the country and marks its 47th anniversary in 2015. 
 



For more information, please visit the Kennedy Center website. 
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